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Craneswater Junior School
Learn to think, think to learn
October 2022
As we come to the end of our first half term, we would like to share with you some more of the children’s fantastic
work and experiences. We have had a very full half term with history visitors, a year 5 residential, a year 4 Harvest
performance and the announcement of the Craneswater prefects. Our year 3 children have continued to settle into life
at Craneswater and have been taking part in singing assemblies with the whole school and learning some of our
favourite school songs with Miss Batten on guitar. The whole school took part in assemblies celebrating braille week
and we were lucky enough to have Mrs Gilmore show how to use her braille machine. She created a braille message
for the children to decipher using the braille alphabet. She hasn’t yet revealed which class managed to read it! We were
pleased to welcome so many parents to our first Parents’ Evening of the year. It was great to be able to share the
children’s work and meet our new year 3 parents. We have lots of other exciting activities planned for next half term,
including a year 4 residential, a year 5 performance and many jobs for our new prefects! We hope you have a restful
half term and look forward to seeing all the children back on Monday 31st October.
Year 6 Mayan
workshop
Maya Day!
In Year 6, we had a
visit from Robbie from
Past Productions and
we learnt about the
Mayans. Firstly, we
learnt how to say hello
in Mayan and the
numbers up to 10.
Robbie told us about
foods the Mayans ate
like maize and cocoa
beans. We even ate
some 85% chocolate,
which was funny
because there was lots
of different opinions
about whether it was
tasty or not! He taught
us lots about the
different gods and we
did some drama about
every day Maya life.
Finally, we sketched
some Mayan artefacts
and recreated the
Mayan creation story.
It was great!
Louis 6B

Harvest Assembly
The first year group performance of
the year has taken place with Year 4’s
Harvest Festival titled ‘The Enormous
Turnip’.
There was fantastic singing, acting and
narrating, as well as a super country
dance. Well done to all year 4 pupils
and thank you to those of you who
came to watch their performance.
Thank you also to everyone who
donated food. The food was gratefully
received by the Portsmouth food Bank
and will be used to support local
families.

Prefects Announced
There was much excitement in year 6 last week as the children selected to become prefects were announced. The new
position involves undertaking a variety of roles around the school including mentoring other children, helping to take
care of areas of the school like the music room and supporting in the library. All children in year 6 were invited to put in
an application which showed how they would be good role models for others and how they could support the school.
The year 6 team were amazed by the number and the quality of the applications. Many children worked really hard to
put forward a very professional application (see below) and the hard work was very much appreciated.
Huge congratulations to everyone who was selected. To those children who were not selected at this time, thank you
for your efforts. Year 6 will be developing this role as the year goes on and will keep hold of all applications in case
more prefects are needed. The team were chosen after much deliberation and are listed below…

Year 6 Prefects!
Louis, Robert, Rosabelle,
Sofia, Audrey, Ava, Isla, Ben,
Isabella, Eiliyah, Elsa, Rose,
Jasmine, Crystal, Clover, Ollie,
Abdul, Madison, India, Chloe,
Clemie and Bella.
Year 4 science
Year 4 have been developing their scientific knowledge by investigating which
materials are solids, liquids and gases. Each class looked at a range of different
materials including salt, jelly, shaving foam, lemonade, rice and ketchup
amongst others. They considered the properties of each material such as
whether it fills the space of its container or whether it can be held.
There was plenty of
high quality
scientific discussion
as the children
justified their
opinions and
explained why they
had chosen solid,
liquid, gas or if the
material had some
properties of a
liquid and a solid.

Year 6 secondary school
application

Year 5 - Stubbington Study Centre
trip

Many of our Year 6
children have returned
from secondary open
evenings very excited
about the next step in
their education.

During the Stubbington Study
Centre stay, we enjoyed five
fabulous days with a schedule,
packed with adventures and fun
activities, not to mention the
mouth-watering, tantalising range
of food, that tasted heavenly.
Furthermore, we had several
various lessons where we learnt
about all sorts of intriguing subjects.
In addition, we practiced fire
lighting in Stubbington’s miraculous
conservation area, which was
packed full of creatures such as
mice, which we invited into our
carefully made hotels and studied
them with vast amounts of care. As
well as our action packed
expeditions,
we
experienced
observing a wide array of animals at
the hide (which we visited every
night) including majestic badgers,
with their silky soft fur, and stealthy
foxes. Within our luxurious dorms
of six, we made lots of new friends
and obtained a great deal of
delicious sweets and a large array of
souvenirs purchased from the tuck
shop. However, before we had time
to consume all the glorious sweets,
we had to prepare for a chivalrous
journey stretching across an
earthquake assault course which, to
put it simply, was stunning. We
dissected miniscule brown blobs
known as owl pellets. However,
despite first impressions these
fascinating creations of nature held
unique bones and skulls of owl’s
rodent prey, submerged deep
within. Ending our unforgettable
trip with a bang, we transformed
into sleek, cunning foxes and were
hunted down by inhumane farmers
in a competitive yet exhilarating
game of Stubbington Fox. In
conclusion, our stay at Stubbington
was a fantastic experience that
none of us will never forget.
Written by Eeva and Phoenix 5V.

If you have a child in year
6, please ensure your
secondary application has
been submitted before
the deadline of Monday
31st October.

PE days
Year 3 - Monday and
Wednesday
Year 4 - Tuesday and
Thursday
Year 5 - Monday and
Friday
Year 6 - Tuesday and
Thursday
These may change during
the year
Getting to school
It is great to see so many
children walking, scooting
and cycling to school.
Children are welcome to
store their scooters in the
rack in the middle
playground or by the steps
to the field. There is a bike
store in the car park. We
would recommend using a
lock as we cannot accept
any responsibility for loss
or damage.
Please can we remind
everyone to get off their
bikes or scooters when on
the playground and push
them to the storage areas.

Key dates
Date

Time

Event

Monday 31st October

8:40

School opens for new half term

Wednesday 2nd November

AM

Year 4 Artist visit

Wednesday 2nd November

All day

5B Planetarium trip

Thursday 3rd November

All day

5V Planetarium trip

Friday 4th November

All day

5O Planetarium trip

Friday 11th November

All day

5PW Planetarium trip

Thursday 10th November

AM

Year 2 Parents’ visit

Monday 14th – 16th November

Mon-Wed

4LW 4N Beaulieu Residential

Monday 14th November

All day

Year 4 trip to Manor Farm

Monday 21st -23rd November

Mon-Wed

4R 4BW Beaulieu Residential

Monday 21st November

All day

Year 4 trip to Manor Farm

Tuesday 29th November

10:15

Violin Assembly

Friday 9th December

1:30

Rocksteady Christmas concert

Friday 16th December

3pm

School closes for Christmas Holidays

Tuesday 3rd January

All day

1st day back spring term

Friday 10th February

All day

Last day of half term

Monday 20th February

All day

INSET Day – school closed for training
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